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Figure 4.3  n  �Budgets for Law Enforcement Assistance Administration/Office of 
Justice Programs, 1969–1996
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Budgets since the creation of LEAA/OJP have increased to deal with criminal justice issues. Do you feel 
using taxpayer dollars to fight crime is appropriate? Why or why not?

Source: From Preventing Crime: What Works, What Doesn’t, What’s Promising: A Report to the United States Congress. 
Prepared for the National Institute of Justice by Lawrence W. Sherman, Denise Gottfredson, Doris MacKenzie, John Eck, Peter 
Reuter, and Shawn Bushway in collaboration with members of the Graduate Program Department of Criminology and Criminal 
Justice University of Maryland.

closed shortly thereafter) in the United States. Most of these training programs were located 
in the Northeast corridor, though Berkeley, California, also trained and used police dogs.34 
Beginning in the mid-1900s, police dog programs gained popularity. By 1960, there were 44 
canine units that had been started, and by the end of the decade, 350 programs existed.35

During the civil rights movement of the 1960s, support for police dogs waned. To many in 
the public, canine officers came to represent aggressive and violent attitudes toward civil rights 
protestors and African Americans in general. One significant incident leading to decreased public 
support occurred in Wichita, Kansas, in 1961. Police released dogs during a riot by youth outside 
a theater. Perhaps the most iconic incident occurred in 1963 in Birmingham, Alabama, which at 
the time was one of the most racially divided cities in the nation. During a peaceful civil rights 
protest led by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., a young man in the crowd was “downed” by a police 
dog. Nearly 200 black protestors attempted to help the man, and in response, Birmingham Police 
Commissioner “Bull” Connor gave the order to use the dogs (and high-pressure water hoses) on 
the entire crowd, including children and bystanders.36

Today, general sentiment regarding police dogs is positive. Canine police officers offer 
an effective nonlethal method of deterring and detecting crime. Presently, police dogs are 
trained to search buildings and areas for explosives, evidence (such as firearms), narcotics, 
chemicals, illegally taken game, and human remains. Police dogs also help to locate missing 
persons and to track and capture criminals using minimal force. Canine units are often out-
fitted with their own bulletproof vests, identification, and police badges. Law enforcement 
agencies provide trading cards with police dog photos and their statistics for collection pur-
poses. Intentionally injuring or killing a K-9 is a felony in most jurisdictions. Canine officers 
are retired if they become pregnant, are raising puppies, or are too old, sick, or seriously 
injured. When a canine officer is killed in the line of duty, he or she is given a police funeral 
with the same honors afforded a human officer killed (Figure 4.4).




